
3.06.07 Significant Trees on Private Property 
 
A. The purpose of this Section is to establish processes and standards which will minimize 
cutting or destruction of significant trees within the City. Significant trees enhance neighborhoods by 
creating a sense of character and permanence. In general, significant trees on private property shall be 
retained, unless determined to be hazardous to life or property. 
 
B. The provisions of this Section apply to the removal of any significant tree and the replacement 
requirements for significant tree removal. 
 
C. A Significant Tree Removal Permit shall be reviewed as a Type I application to authorize the removal 
of a significant tree, subject to the following: 
 

1. Approval of Significant Tree Removal Permits shall be held in abeyance between November 1 
and May 1, to allow inspection of the deciduous trees when fully leafed. 
2. For the removal of a diseased or dangerous tree, a report from a certified arborist or an 
arborist approved by the City shall be submitted, certifying that the tree is dead or 
dying, structurally unsound, or hazardous to life or property. 
3. If the Director is uncertain whether the arborist’s opinion is valid, the Director may require a 
second arborist's opinion, and may require that the second opinion be done at a time when 
trees would be fully leafed. 
4. A dangerous tree may be removed prior to obtaining a permit in an emergency, and the 
owner shall apply within three days for the removal permit, pursuant to this Section. 
 

D. The issuance of a significant tree removal permit requires the property owner to replace each tree 
removed with one replacement tree. Each replacement tree shall be at least two inches in caliper. Each 
replacement tree shall be of a species not prohibited by this Section. The replacement tree shall be of 
the same size range at maturity as the significant tree replaced. 
 
E. A tree required by the development standards of this ordinance (Section 3.1) or as a condition of 
permit or land use approval shall qualify as a replacement tree. In the Neighborhood Conservation 
Overlay District (NCOD), the replacement tree shall be planted on the same property as the significant 
tree replaced. In other zones, the property owner shall choose the method of replacement.  
 
Replacement shall be accomplished by: 

1. Planting one tree on the subject property; 
2. Planting one tree at a location determined by the Woodburn Community Services 
Department; or 
3. Paying a fee-in-lieu to the Woodburn Community Services Department for the planting of one 
tree at a future time by the City. 
 

F. The property owner shall pay a mitigation fee for each required replacement tree that is not planted 
pursuant to this Section. The applicant shall pay the mitigation fee into the City’s tree fund. The amount 
of the mitigation fee shall be established by the City Council in the Master Fee Schedule, based on the 
average value of a two inch caliper tree available from local nurseries, plus planting costs. 
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